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Dear Tom:

In our recent phone conversation you asked if we had in the past
considered domestic bureaus as fallback for overseas monitoring stations
in wartime. As I indicated, our East and West Coast bureaus were at one
time considered a form of fallback for monitoring shortwave broadcasts
when overseas bureaus were unable to function. [%::j 25X1

The East and West Coast bureaus were phased out in the 1960's because
of urban and industrial encroachment which, combined with greater crowding
of the broadcast bands and our desire to concentrate on foreign domestic
services, made U.S.-based bureaus rather useless for foreign monitoring.

The last major bureau which was in part designed to be a wartime fallback
for overseas operations was the large Caribbean Bureau in Puerto Rico.

There was talk of a '"Northeast Bureau" which never got off the ground. ,
Enclosed are two documents which provide some background. The Caribbean -
Bureau was closed in 1972 and its coverage dispersed to Panama and Paraguay.

25X1.

It would be illusory to think that a stateside operation today could
pick up much of our foreign coverage. I would be agreeable, however, to
getting together with you if you want to -discuss the ramifications of such
a move in further detail. 25X1

Sincerely,

25X1

Acting Director
Foreign Broadcast Information Service

Enclosures:
Background Information

25X1

SECRET
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16 April 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistaat Dirxector for Operations

SUBJECT: o Plﬁnning for Nationul and Emergency Wartime

. Situatioaa A .
- REFERENCES: Hemorandum to Assistant Dirsctors from ADD/1(N),
‘ 1 April 1964, above subject .
o , ' e ey T 08Xy
The following comaant on the| | Report of 23 February \

attached to the rofersacs meworandua, is offered as pertinent to = s
FBIS operations in caergency situationsy . S .

1. The wide distributlon of FBIS field buresus axound the world .
- makes it likely that FBIS would loss at least one nonitoring facility
in linized war situations, but at the same time overlapping coverage-.
capabilities of the varfous bureaus offer ecxcollent possibilitios
for continuod intelligence collection. The Division®s Transportable

Hoaltoring Unit also would parmit rapid roestablishaont of wmonitoring | . .. . - -
to cover denied arevas, . _ ) .«

2. FBIS alreadv has operating space and communications facilities : 25X1
assigned at for processing and distributing monitorsd . '
infornation unaer gensral war conditions, .

-%

3. The probable uniqus intelligeace collection capabilities of
F3IS in 2 gsneral war depend greatly on continued cormunications,
Steps have been takea with the Hational Comsunications Service to
assure viilability of communications circuits in the Hestorn Heamlsphere
in wartime, High priority should be accorded FBI5 claims on overseas
commaunications circuits also.

4. As roplacesments for iis fast Coast Burscau 2oX1
F3IS is programaing a now fiold burosu in Pucrto Rico aund planning
anothar in tho northeast sogction of the United States, These bureaus
are intonded not only for monitoring coverage undsr aormal conditions
but to vruvide less vulnerable facilities for rfaliback and expanded

opcrations in wartime. Storage of the Transpartabls Monitoriang Unit at 25X1
[:E:::::::]would provide iumediatsly available limited nonitoring

capabiiities adjacent to tho FAIS processing and distribution ceater .
there, .
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SUBJECT: Planning for Natlonal and Emergency Wartime Situvations

' 5. F3IS lingulst rosources for the Transportable Monitorimg Unit . *.°
at aad at tho Puorto Rican aud Northeast Contineatal bursspus ~ ° . 25X1
could bHe supplesunted by assigoment of Foreign Docusents Division L

personnel. This would aspacially be i.mport:ut for Russian-laa,uzga
mopitoring iIf ‘the B3C monitoring output ware lost. i
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